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Speech for Montana Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
Presented via DVD

Introduction
Hey everyone, Max here. I'm sorry that I can't be with
in you Missoula for your annual meeting, but I'm
working on a little thing back here in Washington
called the Farm Bill, so needless to say it's been
pretty busy.

I'd like to say a special thank you to Dave McClure,
Bob Hanson, Lillian Ostendorf and Jim Taber. You've
all stepped up to the plate this year and I very much
appreciate your willingness to take on the big issues.
Jim, you also did a terrific job testifying at my Senate
Agriculture hearing in Great Falls and really
represented the Farm Bureau well.
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Jake, John and Nancy work hard every day for the
Farm Bureau's positions in Helena and on Capitol Hill
with my staff. It's hard work but you have a great
team.

Someone once said "Man

despite his intelligence,

-

his sophistication, and his many accomplishments
owes his existence to a six inch layer of topsoil and
the fact that it rains." That's so true.

Agriculture is our lifeblood in Montana. It's not only
the backbone of our economy, it's the cornerstone of
our heritage.
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And I'm going to make sure that farming stays strong
for generations to come. Like Jim said when he
testified, we must fight for the next generation of
farmers, so they can have an even better life than our
parents, and grandparents had.

Farm Bill Update

As I mentioned earlier, as a member of the Senate
Agriculture Committee, I've been working on the Farm
Bill. And let me tell you, we scored some big victories
for Montana in this bill.

One provision that I fought for was a solid safety net
for wheat and barley, so Montana's producers are
treated more fairly.
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We were able to increase wheat and barley's target
price by 7% and 17% respectively, which isn't bad
considering that cotton, corn and rice saw no
increases.

We also were able to halt the proposal to close seven
Farm Service Agency offices in our state. I really
appreciate the support that I got from you folks in
shutting down this outrageous proposal. Making folks
take on entire day off from the fields so they can drive
more than a hundred miles to an FSA office just
doesn't make sense.
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Finally, using my chairmanship in the Senate Finance
Committee, I was able to create a permanent disaster
program, and find the dollars to make sure it works for
Montana.

Disaster assistance is always a difficult fight. And I
just don't think its right that producers have to beg
Congress year after year for a little help with drought
or fires.

That's why I created a permanent disaster fund aimed at avoiding annual battles for scarce resources.
It'll be there when we need it.
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You may have seen that the east coast newspapers
are throwing rocks at us for the disaster assistance
fund. But I work for the people from the Big Sky
Country, not from the Big Apple.

The next generation of farmers and ranchers, growing
up all across rural Montana, has a more accurate
view of what farming and ranching life is really about
than do urban newspapers.

While the Farm Bill has some hurdles left in front of it,
you know that I'm going to roll up my sleeves and
fight for every Montana producer.
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Closing

Six inches of top soil and some rain. It's amazing how
the most important things in life are often the most
basic. And as farmers, Montanans, and most of all
friends, I want to thank you for everything you do for
our state, and our nation.

I hope to see you soon.

All the best.
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